Chapter I
BEGINNINGS
" High achievements and great types are in a sense the despair of those who
attempt to emulate them ; at the same time they prick the tamest courage to exert
itself."1
IT was in Amiens, a town noted for the peaceable character
of its inhabitants, and for that very reason sought as a
refuge by many noble French families, that the Fathers of
the Faith had recently opened a boys' school in the Rue de
1'Oratoire,2 attracted thither by the offer of a new recruit,
the future Father Sellier,3    Louis Sellier had occupied a
small post in the local administration from the years 1793
to 1797.   Having opened with Monsieur TAbbe Bicheron,
formerly tutor to a young nobleman, a boys' school for
which the families of d'Harcourt, de Choiseul, de Gramont-
d'Aster, and many others were feeling the instant need, he
now wished to begin his studies for the priesthood and to
enrol himself among the Fathers of the Faith*   To them,
therefore, he had handed over the above-mentioned estab-
lishment.   This school, which was to have a very rapid
expansion, was destined to be transferred first to the fau-
bourg Noyon, and finally, after much Government opposi-
tion, was to become the famous Jesuit College of St. AcheuL
It is from the literature that has sprung up around it that
we get much of our information of the Amiens of 1800,
the little cobble-stoned town spread out around its glorious
cathedral, surrounded by flat country which is but little
enlivened by the quiet windings of the Somnie.4
Amiens, then, seemed marked out as the place most fitted
1 J. Erskine Stuart, The Society of the Sacred Heart, p. 114.
*  So called because the Oratorians had had a school there in pa-revoluttooaty
days.
*  Vie du R&trend Pere Sellier> A. Guidee.
*  Souvenirs de St.-Aebeul, A. Guidee,
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